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Homunculus
(A horrifying entertainment)

Kamal Ettaamari

Homunculus (7 L > 2 JL A Homunkurusu) is a
Japanese manga by Hideo Yamamoto, intended for
the seinen audience. It is serialized in the magazine
Big Comic Spirits. The first volume was released by
Shogakukan on July 30, 2003, the last volume on
April 28, 2011.

This manga or comic begins as the story of Susuma Nakoshi, a 34 years old man
who hangs among the homeless in a park in front of a big hotel. He began to
sleep in his old car after he loses his job, apartment and his Porsche. The
homeless sees Nakoshi as a liar but he brings them alcohol and he is friendly so
he is good to go. He also doesn't want to put a tent and join them because in his
mind he does not belong to either the rich or the poor part. He is stuck in
between. One day he is accosted by a strange looking man searching for
participants to subject themselves to trepanation.

"Trepanation is the procedure of drilling a hole in the skull. It is said to increase
the blood circulation and improve pressure inside the skull. It is also said to bring
out a person's sixth sense, including the ability to use ESP, see ghosts, and move
objects with one's mind. This is speculative fiction based on the concept of
trepanation.”
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Nakoshi declined the offer. However, when his car is towed, he agrees to let
the 22 years old medical student Manabu Itoh drill a hole in his skull in
exchange for 700,000 yen. Itoh claims to be interested in trepanation for the
sake of science; he is interested in humans, and how they can have super
powers. Itoh performs the trepanation surgery on Nakoshi and does a variety
of ESP tests. When Nakoshi reveals that he sees distorted humans when using
only the left side of his body, Itoh researches and discovers that Nakoshi can
see homunculi. Nakoshi is able to see the distortion of people’s body, and tries
to figure out and bring them to normal again. When he manages to make them
normal, the distortion take over a part of his body. Making people’s suffering,
his. Nakoshi also tries to see his own distortion, but he can’t. Not intel he meets
his old girlfriend who had plastic surgery and dig a hole in her head as well so
she can see him, see his heart as he kept saying. Because in the old days, she
was the only one who could see his true self.

When the hole is finally open in her head, they both got to see their faces in
each others body. Like if it was a mirror for only their faces. And this leads to a
very disturbing sexual scene, where each one is having a sexual relation with
his own face. It's like kissing yourself in the mirror. When they are done, we can
see his old girlfriend laying in bed and sleeping. Just to find out that she died
from losing so much blood.At the end, Nakoshi lost his mind where he made
more holes in his head so he can be free from the real to the distorted world,
where he can see the true form of humans.

| just loved this Manga so much even though the ending could’'ve been more
interesting.
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-_ o Waiting

Maryame Bouras

My life is you

Our first date is unforgotten

| remember the way you looked at me
Everything was perfect when you have been with me
Now | suffer from loneliness

No one could take your place

| keep each feeling for you

| still hold hope

Maybe one day you will come back for me
Maybe never

| will be here waiting

| wish | could endure your absence

Just come back, forget the pain

Let's put an end to my suffering

Need your hug, | miss everything
Especially the way you look to me.
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Harassment: A moral choice or a technical necessity?

Youssef Sikou

:kll\‘ ~
4\ N

In my personal case, | used to harass girls
throughout the period of high school, and
after that | started changing my behavior
toward female human beings. Whether it's a
positive or negative evolving, the most
important question is about the reasons
behind such a human behavior. So, why
males harass females in our society ? Is it
natural ? Is it a social phenomenon ? Or, it's
about a moral degeneration ?

The kind of questions we make determine
which possibilities are open to us to deal
with the phenomenon, and for me | prefer
the objective view that try to understand
what's happening instead of making
judgements about it.
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| am going to rely on my personal
experience as a living example to
analyse the action of harassment.
The first element | want to mention is
the communication skills, which
constitute the first constraint that
pushed me to rely on such behavior
to express my interests, especially
the sexual ones, to a girl (usually in
school). Because there was no
communication in my family, whether
between my parents or between me
and both of them, therefore | wasn't
trained to express my feelings and
desires through a clear and
appropriate way, although It was the
opposite that happened: It was
restricted to reveal any mimic or
verbal sign that has a sexual nature,
and even though | didn't discover the
sexual relationship between my
parents until the age of 11, and of
course without their permission. The
situation was like: what | am going to
say in front of that girl | want to make
friendship with ? What if | looked
stupid to her ? What if she refused to
talk to me ? What if she refused to
have sex with me? About what things
will we talk before reaching to the
"important stage" ?.
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Therefore, | used to be within a paradox: |
want to go to the girl, but | am afraid of
being embarrassed in front of her and
others. Why ? Because | don't have any
self confidence, and | don’t understand
my sexuality. Why again ? Because even
my parents are in the same situation as
me, so “You cannot give what you do not
have”.

We move to the second phase where |
could deal with the problem of starting
friendships with girls. The problem of
communication was resolved until we
arrive to sexuality where the girl start
feeling embarrassment, fear and danger.
Why ? Another time, the absence of
understanding of our sexuality. | would
like to share with the girl a lot of things:
sports, travelling, sex, future dreams, and
even thoughts... but she doesn't look like
wanting to\or usually able to share any of
these things with me, so what remains as
reason of keeping us together ? Simply, it
was sex. This example was the situation
of the majority of girls | met, therefore |
developed a kind of process to reach my
goal as soon as possible, which was to
have the girl's body between my hands,
or in more exact words: to steal the
pleaser from that body. Thus, | needed to
shoot two birds with one stone: to
measure the possibility that a girl will
offer me “my pleaser”, and to prepare the
chosen one for the "Invasion Campaign".

CIMAG | 12

During three years, this adventure was
one of the main sources of my self-
confidence in my maleness, especially
in  those moments of “Glory
Demonstration” that was the fastest
way to win the respect of other males.
But where is the sexual pleasure ?
Unfortunately, | couldn't reach that
pleaser | was looking for. You know
why ? Because | used to do that thing
(it does not look like sex) outdoors, in
the darkness of night, with scary (me
too!) and static girls and without any
comfortable position, | don't need to
cite the smells and (hygienic
conditions!). This last part was the less
important one, especially when it
becomes usual and repetitive: | tried
to change figures, names, clothes and
shapes, but the feeling became more
and more weak.

Throughout this path | was pushed to
change this behavior and start looking
for more serious and stable
relationships. Thus, the old methode
became useless, so harassment
stopped not because of moral reasons
but because of technical ones.
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Wanderlust of Roses

Hajar Outamamat

A little girl filled with excitement and burning with passion decided to travel. A travel not like
any other; she went to discover the outside world. She has always heard stories about it,
imagined it and created a whole picture in her memory. She flew like a colorful butterfly. She is
Rosa, a teenager who is full of life and dreams. Exploring, for her, starts from the airport gate.

Around 10.30 A.M. She rushed into the Uber car, opened the door clumsily, got in, said Salam !

The Uber driver was an Indian, he said
Salam back even if he was fully
concentrated on a phone call that never
ended.

Rosa is 18 years old. It is the perfect age to
thrive, create, travel, interact, socialize and
develop her personality. She packed her
backpack, booked a one way ticket to
Thailand. Why Thailand?

She heard a lot about it from female a
travellers Facebook group and saw
documentaries about its colorful and rich
culture in National Geographic Abou
Dhabi.

CIMAG | 17

Two pairs of shoes, 3 pairs of trousers, 4 T-
shirts, one raincoat, underwear, toiletries and a
camera to immortalize her indescribable
moments there. Rosa was already at the
Airport when her future husband ( shh ! She
does not know) arrived and was about to
board.

Once the Uber driver dropped her off, she had
a big smile that did not leave her face since she
got to the airport.

Rosa was smiling because she knew that she
made the right decision to take a gap year so as
to fulfill her dreams. Since in her childhood ,
she has always preferred learning through
practice and experience over the traditional
blackboard. It is a wise thinking coming from a
little girl. She wanted to live freely and harvest
as much experiences as possible, that is what
Rosa wanted in life .
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Once at the aiport , she checked in her
luggage and took out her Laptop to submit
her last work, that she had been doing for the
whole summer, to be able to cover the
expanses of her trip.

She was so into her work until someone
approached her with a smile and asked in an
Australian accent:" excuse me Madam, is that
seat taken?". She looked at him with a
confused face then realized that the café at
the waiting area was very crowded and the
only seat available was the one her table . Her
eyes were shining and her face showed a lot
of random happiness. With the same stupid
smile she had arriving at the airport she
responded :" No, you're welcome to have it ".

She repeated her question and finally got his
attention " Thailand , | am going to Thailand. |
will be living there for the next year". With all
the excitement in her voice she said : " OMG |
am heading there too " , she showered him
with different questions "is this your first time
on the plane ? How old are you? Oh what is
your name first?" Before giving the young
man a chance to answer she continued " | am
Rosa btw" , he answered : " | am Maximus ,
and no it's not my first time on a plane "
before Rosa had the chance to continue her
conversation with Maximus it was already
time to board .

CIMAG | 18

The young australian man sat down and
opened a book. He looked 25 but was
only 20 , Rosa was dying to start and
engage in a conversation, she impulsivly
asked : " Where are you heading?" The
Australian was very focused on his book
that he didn't hear her ... just to give you
a hint over his appearance; he is tall and
muscly. He has beautiful green eyes,
blonde hair and a nicely trimmed
beard...

To be continued...
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